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GEORGIA FEDERATION OF SADDLE CLUBS ASSOCIATION

2011 Operational Rules

updated March 29, 2011

HISTORY:

The Federation was formed at a meeting on January 29, 1967 and was named the Georgia Federation of Saddle Clubs Association.

The Federation shall be limited to nine Associations.  If any Association drops out, it will stand at eight.  An Association must consist of five (5) or more saddle clubs to be eligible.  An Association wanting to join the Federation must be voted upon.  An Association must abide by the rules of the Federation.

Organizational fees are set at $150.00

OFFICERS:
Permanent Position:  At the November 9, 2008 Federation meeting, it was decided to establish 3 new permanent Federation positions.  These positions are to be held by the same people for a tenure decided by the Federation Board of Directors.  This would improve our show from year to year and help maintain major sponsorship.  The Treasurer position, also a permanent position, was previously established.

· Chairman -  This position was established to work directly with the incoming and outgoing Host Presidents along with the Fairground Personnel in managing the state show.  Robert Pridgen was selected to hold this position.  

· Co-Chairman – It was decided that the Co-Chairman will rotate each year with the outgoing Host President.  This will help in sharing contacts and preparing newcomers to step in place when needed in the future.

· Federation Secretary and Webmaster – This position was established to create some uniformity in secretarial functions for the Federation.   This person will work with incoming Host Secretary in maintaining forms for state show, program book sheets, updated rules and regulations, etc.  This person may also manage the website if so chosen by the Host Club President.   Refer to Website information on page 3.  Cheryl Powell was selected.

· Treasurer -  At the March 29, 1998 meeting of the Federation, a rule was adopted stating that the person holding the Federation President position and the person holding the Federation Treasurer position may not be members of the same household and shall not be related in any way.  In 2005, a permanent Treasurer and Co-Treasurer positions were established for the Federation.  These positions are currently held by Susan Wedincamp and Kathy Powers.  Both are bonded in the amount of $60,000.00 each.

President:  Chosen annually from the Association hosting the State Horse Show.  The President shall have the responsibilities of buying trophies and securing a judge for the State Horse Show.  The outgoing Federation President shall pass a complete set of rules on to the incoming Association.

State Show Secretary:  Chosen from the Host Association.  Duties include keeping of meeting minutes, corresponding with member Associations, and coordinating State Horse Show details.  The Federation Secretary will serve as a contact and assistant to this position.

Vice-Presidents:  The President from each member Association shall serve as a Vice-President of the Federation.  If the President of the Host Association is in service as Federation President, he/she has the right to appoint another to represent him/her in the office of Vice-President.

Board of Directors:  Shall be made up of one representative from each Association as appointed by the President of that Association.  They have the authority to set policy regarding the administration of the Georgia Federation pertaining to its finances and conduct.  They will compile an Operations Manual to help the Host Association with operations of the State Show, i.e. arena set up by what time, pole base types, what color barrels (revised 2004).

DUES:

Each Association shall pay dues in the amount of $725.00 effective with the 2011 State Show (subject to change each year) for the purpose of buying trophies, expenses of the judge and cost of Queen and Princess Contests.  Dues are to be paid by July 15 each year and are payable to the Georgia Federation of Saddle Clubs Association.  (Fee change from $500 approved 3/27/11)

MEETING:

Each Association shall have two votes.  There must be 51% of the membership present before a business meeting is official and any ruling can be approved.

The State Show Secretary shall mail copies of the previous meeting’s minutes to each VP within 30 days of the previous meeting.  Each Association Secretary and the Federation Secretary will also receive a copy of the meeting minutes.  Also, within 30 days of the first meeting, the State Show Secretary will provide a list of all Association representatives, including names, addresses and phone numbers (revised 1998).

The host Association for the next year must notify each association president and secretary two weeks prior to the fall meeting by certified receipt mail.  The mailing must include a completed financial report.   Rule change proposals should be brought to this meeting.  The proposals should be read for discussion and clarification.  Each Association making proposals should provide ample copies so that each Association representative receives a copy during discussion.   The proposals will be voted on at the next called meeting after the first of the year.

No changes can be made at the Fall meeting of the Federation.  This meeting will be for discussion of proposed rules changes brought to this meeting.  Any rule changes will be voted on at the second meeting of the Federation (revised 1985).  

The second meeting of the Federation will be held in the late winter / early spring.  Rule changes for the next year’s upcoming show, not the current year’s show, will be voted on at this meeting.  The purpose for this meeting being early in the year is to have new rules for showing decided upon and in effect prior to the new Federation show year so that Associations may be showing in their qualifying shows under the same rules that will apply to their classes at the next State Show.

The Fall meeting of the Federation will be held no later than November 30.

All debts of the Federation shall be settled by September 30.

WEBSITE:

At the November 18, 2007 meeting it was confirmed that the Federation would assume the cost of the Georgia Federation website originally established by a Deep Dixie member during Deep Dixie’s Host year.  It was decided that the responsibility of maintaining the website would rotate with each association in the same order as state show host.  It was further decided that the Host Association may designate a person for this responsibility within or outside their own Association.  Cheryl Powell was designated for 2008 and will remain in effect until changed.

DATES AND TIMES:

The permanent date for the State Horse Show is set for Labor Day weekend each year.  Associations hosting the State Horse Show for the next nine (9) years are as follows:

  2010    South Ogeechee             2013  Heart of Georgia           2016  Deep Dixie

  2011    Georgia Mountain            2014   South Georgia               2017  Coastal Plains

  2012    Flint River                      2015   Northwest Georgia       2018  Coastal Empire
No Association will be allowed to change dates with another Association.

The Federation shall have the choice of show sites, not the Host Association.

The State Horse Show will be held at the Georgia National Fairgrounds and Ag Center in Perry, Georgia.

November 8, 2009 - Federation approval was made to implement the use of two arenas beginning with the 2010 State Show.  

January 17, 2010 – Committee meeting devised a Schedule / Order of events for two arenas to be used at the 2010 State Show. 

February 28, 2010 – Proposal passed to support use of two arenas with the schedule adopted at the 1/17/10 committee meeting (see page 18).  All rules pertaining to use of one arena have been removed from the current rules.  If, at a later date, the show returns to one arena the rules will be added back as written in the 2009 Operational Manual. 

For 2011 State Show – All Judged Events will be held in the New Horse Arena.  All Timed Events will be held in Reaves Arena.  There will be no events held on Friday.  Opening Ceremony will be at 6:45 am, Saturday, with Timed events starting at 7:00 am and Pleasure events starting at 8:00 am.  An example from the 2010 show for order of events is shown on page 21.  Host Club’s hold the authority to set the order as needed each year.

PRACTICE

1. The practice sessions will be kept separate. The schedule will be provided to each Association with the show packets to be mailed out in May.  

2. There will be a separate practice time designated for Ponies and Small Fry (1-12) riders ONLY in the arena..

3. There will be no horses on lunge lines in Reaves Arena or the new Equine (horse) Arena.

4. All Judged events and practice will be at the Livestock and Horse Arena and the outside covered arena entering the new arena.  No running horses are allowed in the arena or the warm up pen outside the new arena.

5. All Running events and practice will be at the Reaves Arena and the original outside covered arena.  No judged horses are allowed in the Reaves arena or the original outside covered arena.

6. It was also acknowledged at the March 2, 2008 Federation meeting that Reaves Arena may be open at night after the show concludes.  This is not a scheduled or confirmed times, but unless told to leave, riders may access the arena after the show.

RULES FOR ENTERING STATE HORSE SHOW:

1. Each Association shall deliver a list of their eligible riders and all qualified alternates, together with the names of the horses to be ridden or shown for each event to the State Show Secretary by July 15.  If a rider’s name appears on more than one association’s list, the Federation will disqualify that rider from showing with either Association.

2. The President and Secretary of each Association must sign a statement verifying that their riders have shown in at least 50% of their Association’s qualifying shows before the rider can ride or show at the State Show.  This includes all alternates.

3. The age of the rider on January 1st shall be retained throughout the year.

4. A rider can ride only one horse per class.

5. A rider can only ride in one Association for qualifying points for the State Horse Show.

6. A horse may be ridden in only one age group for each event, with the exception of immediate family members or people living in the same household who may ride the same horse in different age groups in the same event.  (update from 3/27/11 meeting)
7. Grandparents, living in or outside the household, are considered immediate family. (update from 3/27/11 meeting)
8. There will be no lead-in class allowed.

9. Each Association can send up to six (6) participants in each class.

GENERAL SHOW RULES:

1. No alcohol will be allowed within 50 ft of the arena.  Each Association President is responsible for his/her members.

2. Any participant who uses profanity in a verbal attack on an official or worker at the State Show is to be removed from the grounds for the remainder of the State Show.

3. The show will not be stopped to look for lost jewelry in the arena.  These items should be removed before showing.

4. A veterinarian should be on-site or at least on-call during the show (revised 2001).

5. There will be no weddings or similar events held during the State Show.

6. All riders must be neatly dressed, in shirts with sewn-in sleeves of at least 2 inches.  No midriffs are allowed.  (Revised 2007)  No Shorts allowed in any events – all riders must be in long pants, appropriate for either Western or English riding requirements. (Added February 28, 2010)

7. During timed events, no rider will be allowed to wear any headgear other than approved safety helmets.  If a rider enters the arena wearing a hat or cap, they will receive a no-time.

8. All riders must wear boots with defined heels, unless certain conditions prohibit.  No tennis shoes allowed except those specifically designed for riding.  

9. Effective with the 2010 State Show: A rider cannot qualify to ride in both Pony and 1-12 classes in the same event.  However, he/she can switch back and forth between classes in different events.   The rider must declare by event and horse vs pony where points will count for the running year.  As a result of this change, the Judged Events will have a change in Pony Pleasure and 1-12 Pleasure to clarify Western and English.  Refer to General Rules for Judged Events.  This change is designed to help riders transition from pony to horse. (adopted April 19, 2009)

10. Officers of the Host Association must be present and introduced at the Friday meeting before the State Show begins.

11. New rules that pertain to the production of the State Show will go into effect at the first State Show after they are approved.  This rule will not effect the rule changes that pertain to qualifying for the State Show.

12.  Youth riders (under 20) are prohibited from showing or riding stallions.

13.  It was decided at the April 19, 2009 meeting to establish an “official state show photographer”.   At the February 28, 2010 meeting it was decided that no protest or reruns would be allowed due to flash photography.  The Host Club will work with the photographer each year for any changes, updates, and to confirm sponsorship.       Glossy Finish is currently the chosen photographer.  In the event another photographer wishes to make a bid, they must submit samples of their work (both still and action shots) along with information on what they will offer the Federation in sponsorship.

14. Penalties for not following the Federation rules.

A. Person will be given a verbal warning by an officer of the Federation or an Association officer.  They will be informed of the rule that is broken.

B. If the warning is ignored, they will be asked to leave the premises.

C. If they do not leave the premises peacefully, a Security Officer will escort them off the grounds.

ENTRY FEES

At the 2011 State Show, an entry fee of $6.00 per class will be charged.  Fee set at the March 27, 2011 meeting.  This fee will be reviewed each year based on charges imposed by the Fairgrounds and as adopted in 2007 the increased fee will be used to offset the additional cost of beginning the State Show on Friday and other increased cost. (ex: Insurance)  

GROUND RULES:

1. There will be no bicycles, 3 or 4 wheelers, scooters, skates, skateboards, etc. allowed in the barns and all of the area within the perimeter of the arenas.  This will apply from Friday throughout the duration of the Show.  In other areas of the show grounds (parking lots, campgrounds, etc.), the use of these type vehicles will be under the authority of the Fairgrounds.  (Revised 2007)

2. Any dogs at the Federation State Show have to be on a leash or stalled at all times.  No dog is to be tied up or left unattended.  No dogs are allowed in Reaves Arena or the Livestock and  Horse Arena.  No dogs are to be left unattended in stalls in any of the barns.  (Revised 2006).

3. All stalls will have an emergency contact number left on the stall door.                     (ex: cell phone, vet, and/or association president contact info).  This is the responsibility of each Association, not the Federation.   (April 19, 2009)

ARENA FOOTING:

The chute and arena must have an appropriate level of dirt at all times.  Need to have at least 8” overall with 10” – 12” of packed dirt in the running areas for safety of horses and riders.  Note:  At the November 8, 2009 meeting the group was advised that the Fairground has opted for 14 inches of dirt in both show arenas.
WORK AND GROUND CREWS:

1. Name badges will identify Presidents, Vice-Presidents, Secretaries and Stewards (ring and gate).  If not furnished by the trophy vendor, they will need to be purchased.

NOTE:  At the April 19, 2009 meeting a change in work schedule was adopted that would decrease the number of workers in the ring, at the gate and the secretaries’ desk.  A proposal was presented and adopted for the 2009 State Show.  This plan was used at the 2009 state show and will be adapted with minor changes to work in two arenas for the 2010 State Show.

2. For Judged Events there should be 3 secretaries at the desk (1 from the Host Association and 2 from other Associations) and 3 gate workers.  This would require only 5 workers from associations other than the host association. 

3. For Running Events there should be 3 secretaries at the desk (1 from the Host Association and 2 from other Associations) and 5 gate workers.

4. Two members of the ring crew must stand at a reasonable distance behind the clock to determine any discrepancies due to dirt and/or projectiles breaking the light pattern.   This is especially important during the Pole Bending Event.

A.  Pole Event – there should be 5 ring members on the ring crew.  One member of the ring crew should place themselves at a reasonable distance from the end, in line with the poles, to determine the rider’s completion of the pattern.  

B. Cone Event – there should be 5 members on the ring crew.  

                Two members of the ring crew are to place themselves at a reasonable 

                distance from the end of the cone, in line with the cones, to determine the 

                rider’s completion of the pattern. 

                The ring crew for the Cones must be experienced individuals who can handle this 

                class in a competent manner.

              Cones must not be packed / buried in the dirt.

C. Texas Event – there should be 3 members on the ring crew.

D. Arena Event -  there should be 2 members on the ring crew.

E. Cloverleaf Event – there should be 3 members on the ring crew.

5. Workers in the arena during running events MUST know the correct patterns to verify that each pattern is correctly marked.  (Revised February 28, 2010)

6. Workers on the work schedule should be at least 17 years old. (Revised February 28, 2010)

7. The arena should be ready with ropes set, etc, by 12:00 noon on Friday (Revised 2004).

8. One representative from each Association should be present when the patterns are measured and ropes put in the ground.

9. Two of the workers in the holding areas will keep a record of the riders.

10.  During barrel events, ring crew members will not stand directly behind any barrel during a run.  (Revised 2006)

11. At the January 17, 2010 meeting it was decided to color code work vests to help in workers know who they are relieving.

12. At the March 27, 2011 meeting a proposal passed stating the work schedule will be set in equal time increments from beginning to end.  (Ex:  by hour, 2 hour, etc, not as in the past when the last time slot was 9 until finish)

HEAD STEWARD:

There will be one Head Ring Steward at all times.  This is to be the representative from the Association riding first in each age group.  This will be a floating designation that will change with each age group.

ENFORCING DRESS CODE AND PATTERN:

1. Ring personnel are to determine the accuracy of every pattern run.

2. The holding pen personnel are to determine that the riders conform to dress code and that all tack and/or accessories comply with Federation Rules.

GROUND SAFETY:

1. Auxiliary ring personnel (those other than the Head Ring Steward) should be alert at all times to the safety of the crowd around the immediate area, i. e. those leaning or sitting directly on the arena fence or any barriers or attachments thereto.

2. Horses must be kept away from the rail on the outside of the arena.

DRAGGING THE ARENA:

1. During the Timed Events in Reaves Arena, the arena will be dragged after every third Association, regardless of the number of riders.

2. The arena will not be dragged before a re-run at the end of the class.

3. The tractor being used to drag the arena will not be changed during a class.  (Revised 2000)

4. If using ropes to mark patterns, the barrels should be removed during the drag.  (Revised 2000)

5. Ground crew in holding pen should notify the announcer if the alleyway needs dragging.

6. Two tractors will be used together during the dragging.  (Revised 2004)  If only two tractors are available, one tractor will be moved from Reaves Arena to the Livestock and Horse Arena during Reining classes.  During this time, only, Reaves Arena will operate with one tractor.  (Revised February 28, 2010)

7. Drag the arena during Reining classes after every twelve (12) riders.

8.   At the March 27, 2011 meeting a proposal was passed stating that if it is determined 

      that each Association will be in the same position in regard to the drag in each event, 

      the drag will be adjusted so that the same association is not first and the same 

      association is not last, etc.  (This should be checked prior to printing the program books)

TIME CLOCK:

1. A clock must be used that records time to one-thousandth of a second.

2. The clock must have an automatic reset and must be one that used a digital display.  The digital display may not always be exactly the same as the time clock, therefore, the rider’s official time will be the time on the timer at the Secretary’s table.

3. The time clock display will be placed on the Secretary’s table where Association secretaries can read it.  This must be enforced at all times.

4. There must be two (2) backup clocks on the grounds in case of difficulties.  Back up clocks must meet the same requirements as the primary clock.

5. The Host Association must assure that the clock is reset after the tractors drag the arena.

6. There must be a large digital display clock for running events for all to view unless it is cost prohibitive.

7. The measurement of the timer line from the gate will be 30 ft in Reaves Arena (Revised 2004).

RULE PROTESTS:

1. Association representatives must be individuals who are made to understand that it is their role to enforce the rules.  They should only support their members’ protest when there are no clear rules governing such protest.  All rules must be strictly enforced.

2. Any meeting with the President and delegates to resolve issues will be done in private, closed quarters.  Entry to the meeting room will only be open to those involved in the issue at hand.

3. If a protest is made at State Show, the person making the complaint has to go through his/her Association President first.  There will be a $100.00, non-refundable protest fee.  The Association that allowed an ineligible pony to enter will pay fees for protests against ineligible ponies.  The money is payable to the Federation Treasury.

4. Efforts will be made to continue the show during the protest.  Any protest cannot delay the show for more than 30 minutes.

5. Rules may not be changed at the State Show.

STALLS AND STALL ROTATION:

1. Each Association must provide the Federation with a list, by stall number, of the stalls assigned to individual members.  All members are to know where their stalls are located.

2. Do not take another Association’s stalls.

3. Rotations:  The Host Association will occupy the stalls closest to the Reaves Arena at the west end of the Horse Barn.  The rotation will continue in hosting order by Association for the next State Horse Show.  Rotation of the stalls began with the 1991 State Show.  Effective with the 2011 State Show, the possibility of separating Pleasure and Timed by barns (but not by Association) is being tested.
4. Each Association is responsible for providing the Host Association with the names of the riders for stalls and/or grounds fees.  Every rider will need one or the other.  It is not the responsibility of the Host Association to be concerned with grounds fees at the State Show.

VENDORS:

All vendors will be located together.  No vendors will be allowed inside the arena area of Reaves Arena and on the grounds outside of Reaves Arena, that would obstruct the moving of horses in / out of gates.   Vendors should be directed to the Fairgrounds to secure and pay for their sites.

ANNOUNCER:

1. There will be no announcements made during the judging of Judged Events except those from the Judge.

2. The second public address system must be set up so that the speakers in the barns are on during the entire show.  Adjustments will be made as needed to assure both Judged and Running Arena’s and all barns have clear access to needed announcements.  (Revised 2010 with the addition of two arenas)

3. The announcer may not cheer or advise of a qualified run, etc, from the Secretary’s table.

4. The announcer shall not tell a rider if the clock fails unless the rider has completed a qualified run.

IN CASE OF INJURY:

1. Medical assistance should be provided at the show.

2. Have a vet on site or at least on call during the State Show. (Revised 2001)

3. In the event that there is not an ambulance on the grounds, 911 must be called.

4. All available Association Presidents must try to keep people away from the scene of an accident until professional help arrives.

GENERAL RULES FOR JUDGED EVENTS

THE JUDGE:

1. The judge, selected by the Federation President, must be from a state other than Georgia.  A judge cannot judge the State Show in two consecutive years.

2. The identity of the judge shall be kept secret until the day of the show.

3. The judge shall be an AQHA judge and should be notified that current AQHA rules are used.  Also, the judge shall be aware of the Federation Rules.

4. The scorecards are to be taken to the Secretary’s table immediately upon conclusion of each class for verification of the places by the secretaries.

5. The judge shall refrain from any direct communication with exhibitors.

6. If the Host Association elects to hire a separate judge for the Racking classes, that person shall be an approved Racking Horse Breeders Association Judge.  (Revised 2004)

7. Any contestant or representative of a contestant who harasses the judge will cause the contestant to lose any accumulated points and will be disqualified from all remaining classes.

8. March 22, 2008 meeting confirmed that the Judge does not have to be PAC approved, only the event.  Steps should be taken each year by the Host Association to ensure the events are PAC approved allowing participants showing “paints” in pleasure events to earn credits.  The Federation is not responsible for securing the credits for the participants, only in assuring that the event is PAC approved and providing any needed information to the participant when asked.  The Host club is responsible for providing necessary information to the next year’s host club to assure this continues.  Also verified, that advertisement can be placed in the State Show program book, however, must used the working “Paint Credits”  not “Paint Points”

Effective 2008, the Federation Secretary will assume the duty of obtaining PAC approval each year and will update the website accordingly.

THE RULES:

1. All exhibitors, including alternates, will be assigned a number (in random order) and will wear this number.

2. During all Performance events during the state show only horses, participants and workers are allowed in the back of the arena.  Children participating in 12 and under classes may be assisted by one person when waiting for their event.   All exhibitors will enter the arena in single file.  The gate crew at the holding area will check off the numbers as they enter the arena.

3. The gate will be closed after the last exhibitor present (or the last exhibitor in a split) has entered the arena.

4. The next Performance class should be called and waiting closely in the outside practice arena to enter when called by the gate worker

5. A three-minute gate call will be enforced.  No entering will be permitted after the three-minute gate call has expired.  The class is closed.

6. Judged classes with 20 or more entries (except Halter and Reining} will be split. 

7. An Association may send up to six (6) entries in all Judged Classes.

8. Beginning at the 2007 State Show, the classes determined by Rule 6 above will be “pre-split” into two or three groups of no more than 19 riders.  Each group will be divided as evenly as possible.  Each split will be labeled Group A, Group B, and Group C and will be published in the program.  Riders in Group A will report to the arena gate first and will enter the Arena in single file so that the gate workers can check off their numbers.  After Group A has been judged and the recall numbers verified, the same procedure will follow with Group B riders and then Group C until all have been judged.  The recalled riders will then enter the ring for the final judging.  The whole “pre-splitting” process will be completely random.  Riders may not “trade” splits with any other rider without permission from the Federation President or Show Manager.

JUDGED EVENT CLASSES

HALTER:

1. Four (4) classes:  Stallions, Geldings, Mares & Weanling/Yearling  (Revised 2004)
Effective with the 2011 State Show a Pony Halter Class will be added.  Associations should add this class to their local shows for the 2010-2011 season.  (Revised 2/28/10)

Effective with the 2012 State Show a Youth Halter, Youth Showmanship (19 & Under) and an Adult Showmanship (20 & Over) classes will be added.  (Revised 3/27/11)
2. There will be no assistance from anyone to set up a horse in halter class.

3. A horse must be shown in its age group.  (Example:  A weanling/yearling may not be shown in Stallion, Gelding or Mare classes).

RACKING:

Guidelines for competition in all Racking Classes will be per current Racking Horse Breeders Association rules.   All classes have a Youth and Adult class for a total of six classes.

A. Style Racking:  Horses are to be shown at a show walk and style rack.

B. Flatshod Racking:  Horses are to be shown at a show walk, style rack, and speed rack or “rack-on”

C. Country Pleasure Racking:  Horses are to be shown at a show walk, slow rack and fast rack.  The Country Pleasure horse shall stand quietly and must back readily.  No pads are allowed, light shod or bands may be used.  Western or English attire may be used but no combination of both on any one horse.    

Note:  Change from Open Racking to Country Pleasure confirmed April 19, 2009.  Additional information and clarification posted on the website confirmed as correct at the November 8, 2009 meeting.

D. Beginning at the 2008 State Show, the Racking Classes will be divided into two (2) age groups – 19 and Under and 20 and Over.

PRINCESS AND QUEEN CONTEST:

1. Each Association may send one Princess (1-12) and one Queen (13 –19)

2. The Princess and Queen contests will be judged on horsemanship with a posted pattern.

3. Six places will be awarded for points.   Awards presented as confirmed at the November 8, 2009 meeting:  Trophy, No Crown, Sash stating Georgia Federation Queen or Princess and the year, 1st – dozen roses, 2nd ½ doze roses, 3rd-6th – 1 rose

4. The Princess and Queen who win at State may not compete again for that title.  A winning Princess may compete for Queen when of age.

PONY PLEASURE – both WESTERN AND PLEASURE:

1. Riders must be 1-12 years of age.

2. Ponies must measure 50” or less at the withers

3. Pony may be shown in either Western or English tack.

4. No ponies will be allowed to ride in Western Pleasure 1-12 or English Pleasure 1-12.

5. Riders competing in Pony Pleasure may not compete in Western Pleasure 1-12 or English Pleasure 1-12.

Note:  Effective with the 2010 State Show the Pony Pleasure class will be changed to Pony Western Pleasure and a Pony English Pleasure class will be added.  This will allow Judged riders to adhere to the changes under 9 -General Rules allowing pony riders to switch back and forth between events.  This change is designed to help riders transition from pony to horse.

6. As there is no Pony Horsemanship or Pony Equitation classes, these riders may compete in Western Horsemanship 1-12 or English Equitation 1-12 if qualified by their Association.

WESTERN PLEASURE AND WESTERN HORSEMANSHIP:

1. Age groups for each class will be 1-12, 13-19, Ladies 20 &Over and Men 20 & Over.

2. The guidelines for this competition will be current AQHA rules.

3. In the Western Horsemanship classes, the gate entering the area is left open.  Contestants line up according to the order listed in the program.  Contestants wait at the gate.  When the contestant riding is approximately halfway finished with his/her pattern, the next contestant will move to the designated starting point and wait until the judge acknowledges the start of his/her pattern.  Any contestant not in line in the appropriate slot will forfeit their ride.  (April 19, 2009)

REINING:

1. The reining pattern will be chosen by the judge from the current AQHA rule book and will be used for both age groups.

2. This event will be judged in proper rotation of Associations in host order.

3. Age groups for this class will be:  19 & Under and 20 & Over.

4. There will be a drag of the arena after every 12 riders.

ENGLISH PLEASURE AND ENGLISH EQUITATION:

1. The age groups for these classes will be 1-12, 13-19, and 20 & Over.

2. The guidelines for this competition will be current AQHA rules.

3. In English Equitation classes, the gate entering the area is left open.  Contestants line up according to the order listed in the program.  Contestants wait at the gate.  When the contestant riding is approximately halfway finished with his/her pattern, the next contestant will move to the designated starting point and wait until the judge acknowledges the start of his/her pattern.  Any contestant not in line in the appropriate slot will forfeit their ride.  (April 19, 2009)

TIMED EVENTS

PONIES:

1. Riders must be 1-12 years of age.
2. Pony riders will not be allowed to ride in the 1-12 class in the same event.
Effective with the 2010 State Show, this rule will change as adopted at the April 19, 2009 meeting as follows:

“A rider cannot qualify to ride in both Pony and 1-12 classes in the same event.  However, he/she can switch back and forth between classes in different events.”   Ex:  A rider could ride a pony in weaves and a horse in barrels for qualifying points.  This would need to be declared at the beginning of the year so points would be consistent.  This change is designed to help riders transition from pony to horse.
3. Ponies competing in timed events may be used in other age groups but not with the same rider as in the pony timed events.
4. Ponies are required to be 50” or less at the withers.
PONY MEASURING RULES

Pre-Measuring and Measuring at State Show rules were revised January 17, 2010 

to be effective with the 2010 State Show.
There will be no more pre-measuring or cards issued at local shows.  All Pony Cards will be completed at the State Show as follows
· There will be at minimum of two pony measuring times at state show.  The Host Club may have more scheduled times but must have two.

· It is recommended that there should be one representative from each Association present with a minimum of three representatives from three different associations.

· ALL ponies that do not currently have a permanent pony card will be measured and photographed.

· Ponies that currently have a “permanent card” will be required to bring the card and the pony to a scheduled measure time at state show.

· Height requirement of 50” or less

· Aged ponies (8 yrs or older) are eligible for a permanent card

· Young ponies will have to be re-measured each year until they meet the age requirement for a Permanent Card

· A negative Coggins Test must be provided at the time of measuring.

· A  list of ponies and their riders is to be given to the Federation Secretary by each Association Secretary and then furnished to the person overseeing pony measurement.  This list should be alphabetical order by the rider.  After all ponies are measured, this list will be given to the Host Association President.

· The Federation will provide all pony cards and forms.

At measuring times, the pony can have two handlers.  The pony will be given time to settle down and the pony handler will tell the measuring person when they are ready.  If the pony does not measure successfully the first time, the pony can be re-measured but cannot leave the measuring area.  There will be an appointed person to watch these ponies until they are re-measured.  This will allow a nervous pony to settle down.  The pony must be re-measured in the same condition as it was originally presented.  (ex:  no shoes can be removed, feet trimmed, medicines given to calm the pony, etc).  Only one re-measure will be allowed.  

Fluorescent paint will be used to mark the measured ponies at State Show.  Ponies need to be painted higher up on the leg, at least to the knee, so that the paint is visible to checkers.

Ponies will be measured at the withers, standing as a horse is considered “squared up”.  Ponies cannot be stretched out in any manner.  The handler of the pony may only present the pony by holding the halter or lead line.  The handler can pet and calm the pony.

The measuring device, to be provided by the Federation, will be used at the State Show.  The device will be of a square channel design that is 50 ¼ inches in height.  We are using this height as a 50” pony cannot fit under a 50” measuring device.  The pony will pass the measuring process only if both legs of the measuring device sit solidly on the flat surface which must be either a ¾ inch plywood sheet, a solid wood floor, or a concrete surface.  The surface must be checked with a level to assure its flatness.

Permanent Cards (for qualified ponies) will be issued at State Show.  Each pony owner will receive a laminated copy of the pony’s card stating the pony’s name, description, age, owner association, and photograph.  The photographs taken of the pony must have both sides and showing the pony’s face in at least one of the photos.  The Association and current Federation President will be required to sign the pony measuring card and the form from the Federation stating that the pony was measured and met the height requirement of 50” or less.  All Presidents or those appointed must agree as to the eligibility of the pony at the measurement time.

Ponies that are carded and have a copy of their cards can be protested at State Show under current protest rules.  If re-measured too high – the pony can run at the current State Show but not any following state shows without being re-measured.  The pony’s card will be pulled.  

During the measuring of ponies, only the official representatives from each Association, up to two handlers for the pony and the two Host Association measurers will be allowed at the measuring site.  All others should remain away from the measuring area.  Any person who is asked to leave the area by one of the official representatives and refuses to do so, will be removed by Ag Center Security.

GENERAL RULES FOR TIMED EVENTS:

1. An Association may send up to six (6) riders to State in all Timed Events.

2. Events are as follows:  Polebending, Cones, Texas Barrel Weave, Arena Race and Cloverleaf.

3. Age groups effective for the 2010 State Show are as follows:  Ponies, 1-12, 13-19, Ladies 20-38, Men 20-38, Ladies 39 & Over, and Men 39 & Over 
ORDER OF RUN:

1. The Timed Events will run in host order by Association beginning with the Host Association and rotating with each age group so that each Association has a chance to run first and last.  See Dragging the Arena, #8 on page 11 for additional information.
2. Participants are not to leave the show grounds until their class has been completed.

3. Alternates will ride in the position of the rider they are replacing.

4. Contestants will not use their official entry for practice or “training”.  The place for practice is at home not during State competition.

PROPS:

1. Pasteboard barrels with the metal rims cut off will be used for the barrel events.  If used, plastic barrels must have the tops cut off and the edges rounded or padded for protection.  NO STEEL DRUMS may be used.

2. In all the barrel events, a pole base will be bolted to the inside center of the barrel for uniform added weight.

3. Use visible colored barrel that is a different color from arena walls.  (if walls are white, the barrels cannot be white.  Recommended red, white and blue.  Barrel covers are optional but must be contrasting color from arena walls.)

4. Poles must be six (6) feet in total height (including base) and white in color.  All bases must be uniform. (Revised 2007)

5. All cones must be uniform in size, base, diameter and height.  Rubber base 15 ½” square without weights, cone based 10 ½ “  in diameter and 21” in height measured inside the center to the top.  Cones must be white in color.  (Revised 2007)

PATTERNS FOR TIMED EVENTS:

1. A diagram of each pattern must be posted showing exact measurements and how each pattern is to be measured.

2. Pattern measurements should all be standard, except the Cloverleaf pattern which has been amended to be shortened to the same standards as the NBHA pattern.  (Revised 2000)

3. If any problems arise with the measurement of the pattern during an event, the correction will be made immediately.  The remainder of the class will be run and times recorded.  All riders up to the point of correction will be required to re-run regardless of time or disqualifications.

DISQUALIFICATIONS:

1. Disqualifications include cone-jumping, failure to run course, or knocking over a pole, cone, or barrel.

2. If the rider breaks the pattern, he/she must leave the arena immediately.

3. Once the horse leaves the running pen, there will be no re-rides for broken tack.  If broken tack occurs within the holding or running pens, a three minute call time should be allowed for adjustment/repair.

4. If a rider’s name appears on more than one Association list, the Federation will disqualify that rider from showing with either Association.

EQUIPMENT:

1. All horses are to be ridden in normal, humane equipment.

2. The horse’s tail may not be tied in any way.  Exception:  A contestant may decorate their horse or pony with ribbons in the main, forelock or tail.  Other decorations, including but not limited to paint and glitter are allowed.  Also, a red ribbon tied in a horse’s tail to warn that the horse is a kicker is allowed.

3. Stirrups are not to be tied.

4. A (one) flat rubber band of ¼” or less will be allowed for use to hold the rider’s feet in the stirrups, but it must be a single strand and wrapped only once.  If any rider is in violation of this rule, the rider will lose points in the class for that event.

RUNNING CHUTE:

1. If a rider is assisted into the alleyway, the person assisting may not strike or hit the horse while in the alleyway.  (update from 3/27/11 meeting)
2. A rider may lead his horse into the alleyway and then mount.

3. Lighting in the alleyway must be adequate.

4. An Adult rider may be assisted in the alleyway by only one person.  A maximum of two persons are allowed in the chute to assist with a Youth 19 & Under Rider.  (updated 3/27/11)

HOLDING/RUNNING PENS:

1. The holding pen, running pen, and alleyway must be set up the night before the show.

2. PA system in holding area should be operable during timed events so that riders can hear when they are called to ride.  If the Ag-Center cannot provide a working PA system in that area, the Host Association will arrange for working speaker(s) to be set up in the holding area.  (Revised 2007)

3. Once an Association has moved into the Running Pen and that gate is closed, a rider cannot cross over into the running pen.  The holding pen gate can be opened anytime for horses to enter the holding pen only.  (Revised 2007)

4. The running and holding pens must be large enough to accommodate the needs of the riders.

5. The running pen must have a view of the arena.

RERUNS:

1. The announcer shall not tell a rider if the clock fails unless he/she has completed a qualified run.

2. Reruns of riders will be held at the end of the classes.

3. The rider may be given two (2) reruns when the clock fails.

4. If he/she disqualifies on the first re-run, he/she is given a second re-run.  In the event of timer failure, the reruns are given at the end of that age group.

5. If the rider is the last rider in that age group, he/she will ride at the end of the next age group.

6. If the rider is the last rider in the Men 39 & Over age group, he will be given a 10 minute rest before running again.  

7. In the case of a rerun, the rider must ride the same horse as the original run.

8. A rerun for 1st through 6th place ties will be at the end of the next class.  Men 39 & Over reruns for ties will receive a 10 minute rest.  
TROPHIES:

1. There will be six places awarded in each class.  A trophy will be given for each place.  Trophy size will be standardized.  First place will be 33 ½” in height with each subsequent place decreasing by 1” in height for 2nd through 6th places.

2. The Association with the most points (total both Judged and Timed Events points earned by their riders) shall be awarded an Overall High Point trophy donated by the trophy vendor, which may be kept by the winning Association.

3. As voted on at the January 1985 meeting, we will also award a High Point trophy for Judged Events and a High Point trophy for Timed Events.  The winning Associations may also keep these awards.

POINTS:

1. Points will be given to each Association represented by each of the six (6) riders who place in each class.  Points will be awarded as follows:  1st place = 6 points, 2nd place = 5 points, 3rd place = 4 points, 4th place = 3 points, 5th place = 2 points, and 6th place = 1 point.

2. Points are to be posted for everyone to see.

CHAMPIONS:

Each year, the previous year’s champions of each class will be listed in the State Show program.  With the 2009 State Show, holder of the state record was also added in Timed Events.

AUDIT:

Prior to submitting the prior financial statement to the Federation at the Fall meeting, the outgoing Host Association must have performed an audit of the treasury.  The Audit Committee, with full access to the books, shall be comprised of the Federation President, a representative of the incoming Host Association, and a representative of at least two (2) other Associations.

Rules updated for 2011 

Index changed to Table of Contents and moved to front

Updates from 2011 Passed Proposals and 

March 27, 2011 Federation Meeting added

Cheryl Powell

Federation Secretary

Updated March 29, 2011

	2010 State Horse Show schedule for two arenas is attached

THIS IS FOR SAMPLE EXAMPE ONLY –

HOST CLUB’S HAVE THE OPTION TO ALTER AS NEEDED EACH YEAR
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ALL PERFORMANCE JUW!D EVENTS ALL TIMED (RUNNING) EVENTS

Approximata Time  Class & Clasa Namo
End

Bogin
SATURDAY - SEPTEMBER 4, 2010
645 AM ‘OPENING CEREMONY
Statlon Hatr 7.00 AM Poles - Pony
Gelding Haller Poles - 1-12
Maro Hater Poles - 1319
Weanling / Yearing Haller Cones - Pony
Wostor Pleasuro 20 & Over Ladios Cones - 1-12
Wostern Pleasure 20 & Over Men Cones - 13-19
P 1245PM Judge Lunch Break Toxas Barrl - Pony
1245 PN ‘Adult Reining - 20 & Over Toxas Barrl - 112
Wostern Horsemanship - 20+ Ladies. Texas Barrl - 13-19
Western Horsemanship - 200 Men Arena Race - Pony.
500PM Judge Dinner Break ‘Arena Race - 1-12
600PHM Adult Style Racking ‘Arena Race 1319
English Ploasure 20 & Over (Call will bo made by Cloverioat - Pony
Adut Flatshod Racking 900 pm as o how far Cloverioaf - 112
Englsh Equtation 20 & Over running wil go Cloverieat - 13-19
Adult Country Pleasuro Racking possible thru Class 46 or 47 Polos - Ladies 2038
SUNDAY - SEPTEMBER 5, 2010
Princess Conlast 700 AM Poles - Men 20-30
‘Queen Contest Polos - Ladies 39 & Over
Vouth Style Racking
‘Woste Pleasurs - Pony
Youth Flatshod Racking
‘Westor Pleasure - 12 & Under
Youth Country Ploasure Racking
Wostor Plossurs - 13-10

s52222288888RERY

82

Westam Harvemananp 1318
Englsh Ploasure - Pony Texas Barral - Ladios 20-38
Englsh Ploasure - 12 & Under Taxas Barrol - Mon 20-3¢
Judge Broak Toxas Barrol - Ladios 30 & Over
Engheh Pleasure - 1319 Toxas Barro - Mon 30 & Over
Engish Equiation - 12 & Under (Colt il bo made by Arena Race - Ladies 20-38.
Englsh Equiation - 13-19 9.00pm as fo how far Arena Raca - Men 20-38
Rolning 19 & Under running wil go ‘Arena Race - Ladies 30 & Over
poassibl thru Glass 61 or 62 ‘Arena Race - Mon 30 & Over
MONDAY - SEPTEMBER 6, 2010
700 AM Gloverleat - Ladies 20-38
Cloveriea! - Mon 20-38
Cloverloaf - Ladies 30 & Over
Cloverioa! - Men 39 & Over





	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Effective with the 2010 State Show, the Georgia National Fairgrounds and Agricenter has implemented 

specific requirements for shavings that can be used in the Horse Barns. The Fairgrounds will include 

2 bags of shavings in each stall for $4.50 each.  Additional Shavings can be purchased from the 

Fairgrounds at $7.00 per bag.

Should an individual bring their own shavings – they MUST adhere to these rules.  Failure to do so will result

in immediate requirement to remove all shavings from the Fairground property.  Failure to remove the shavings

[image: image2.jpg]Shavings Specifications and Standards for the Georgia National Fairgrounds &Agricenter

1. All shavings that are used in the horse barn must meet the following specifications and
standards:

2. Only bagged shavings allowed.
o Shavings must be compressed and in plastic bags.

« Plastic bags must be heat sealed, no external closures of bags allowed, such as
staples, string, glue, wire. etc.

3. Only pure pine flake shavings allowed, no other treatment allowed.
4. All bagged shavings must be heat dried, (kiln process)
™ 5. No lumber mill waste or by-products of any type.
6. All bags must have company name, address, and phone number printed on the bag.

7. All bags must have compressed volume and expanded volume printed on the bag.

Jim Floyd
Livestock Director
Georgia National Fairgrounds & Agricenter



will result in the individual being escorted from the Fairground property.
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